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The Finance Committee is composed of Councilors, Linda McLeod (Chair), David 
 Wight, Charlene Virgilio, Zack Wyles and Council President Chris Pushor (ex-officio) 

 

,  

         City of Old Town 
                                  Financial Services Committee Minutes     

         February 17, 2026 
 
 
 
Finance Committee members convened February 17, 2026, in the Old Town City Hall Council 
Chambers, 265 Main Street 

 
Committee Members Present: Councilors, Linda Mcleod (Chair), David Wight, Charlene 
Virgilio, Zack Wyles and Council President Pushor (ex-officio). 

 
Other Councilors’ Present: Michael May and Katrina Wynn - absent 

 
Administration Present: Bill Mayo, Laura Engstrom, Irene Pehrson, Amy Collinsworth, Dave 
White, and Kyle Milan.  
  
Others Present: Kristi Trafton (City Attorney), and 5 Old Town residents.   

 
Council President McLeod called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

1.  Approval of January 20, 2026, Finance Committee meeting minutes. 
 
      Motion made by Councilor Wyles to accept as written, seconded by Councilor Wight 
     (Approved all in favor, 5-0) 
 
2. Bill Mayo, City Manager, briefly updated the Committee on Jan. 2026 financials and spoke 

of a much-needed upgrade of the computer/audio equipment used for the recording of 
Council meetings. The equipment is 20 years old and does not function properly.  
 
Councilor Wight made a motion to add to the next agenda the upgrade of the system from SJ 
Rollins, not to exceed $10,000, seconded by Councilor Virgilio. 

      Approved all in favor, 5-0. 
  

.   
 

      Adjourn: Motion made by Counciler Pushor, seconded by Councilor Wyles at 6:09 p.m. 
      (Approved all in favor, 5-0) 
                                                                                              Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                                                    Laura Engstrom  
                                                                                                         City Clerk 



1  

 

           City of Old Town 
Special Council Meeting Minutes      
              February 17, 2026 

 
 

Council convened February 17, 2026, in the City Hall Council Chambers, 265 Main Street 
 
Council present: Council President Chris Pushor, Councilors: Katrina Wynn, Zack Wyles, 
Charlene Virgilio, Michael May, David Wight, Linda McLeod. Councilor Wyles, absent  

 
Administration present: - Bill Mayo, Laura Engstrom, Irene Pehrson, Amy Collinsworth, David 
White, Kyle Milan.  
  
Others present: Kristi Trafton (City Attorney), 5 Old Town residents.   

  Council President Pushor called the meeting to order at 6:09 p.m. 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
 
Petitions, Communications, and Citizens’ Requests 
Reports 

• Chuck Leitheiser of Fourth Street addressed the Council regarding a proposal to build a 
wastewater treatment plant and sludge burner in Sanford, Maine. He expressed concern 
that the carrier/hauler on record for the project is Casella, and that the project could 
potentially affect the landfill in Old Town. 

           Mr. Leitheiser explained that a company called Aries has been working on a similar plant        
           in Lyndon, New Jersey; however, that facility is still not operational. As a result, sludge  
           that was contracted to be processed there has reportedly been bypassed and sent directly  
           to landfills. 
 
           He urged the Council to be aware of the situation and stated that he is concerned that        
           more out-of-state waste could ultimately be transported to the Juniper Ridge landfill. 

• Daisy Goodman, a resident of French Island, addressed the Council regarding the health 
of the Penobscot River and the status of the Juniper Ridge Landfill (JRL) expansion. 

             On January 7, 2026, Judge Bruce Malony of the Penobscot Superior Court rejected the    
             Maine Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) public benefit determination  
             for the JRL expansion on two key grounds: 
 

1. Lack of environmental justice protections, particularly for the Penobscot Nation, which 
has already been significantly impacted by the existing landfill operations. 
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2. Failure to adhere to the solid waste hierarchy, including measures such as sludge drying 
prior to disposal. 

    The court granted the State 75 days to address these deficiencies deadline approaching mid-    
    March 2026. This timeframe underscores the importance for Councilors, Residents, and   
    Representatives to remain vigilant and actively engaged in monitoring developments and  
    ensuring that community and environmental concerns are adequately addressed 
 
A. Council President 

    
B. Standing Committees - Administrative Services, Economic Development, Finance 

Services, and Public Services. 
 

C. City Councilor 
 
D. City Attorney 

 
E. Special Committees 

 
F. City Manager 

 
        City Manager Bill Mayo, updated the council on the following items: 
 

•     Bill and Danielle Berube, Finance Director met with all the Department managers on the 
FY 2025 – 2026 budgets. A rough draft of the budget will be available for the Council to 
view soon.  

•     Airport advisory Committee is meeting to go over the master plan update. 
•     Reflective flashing beacon at the top of the hill is still waiting for a pole to be erected.  

 
     Consent Agenda  

 
     Public Hearings and Second Reading of Ordinances    
 
     Old Business      
 
     New Business 
 

1. Resolved, the Old Town City Council accepts the $10,000 grant from the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York in honor of America’s 250th anniversary. The library plans to  

             use the funds to repair the trim and other exterior areas around the old Carnegie portion  
             of the library.  
 
            Motion made by Councilor May and seconded by Councilor Wyles.   
             (Approved all favor, 6 – 0.) 
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2. Resolved, the Old Town City Council authorizes the reimbursement in the amount of 
$38,936.00 to the Town of Southwest Harbor for expenses associated with the Basic 
Law Enforcement Training Program (BLETP) for the hiring of a police officer in Old 
Town, Maine, pursuant to Maine State Law. 
 

            Motion made by Councilor Virgilio and seconded by Councilor Wight.   
            (Approved all favor, 6 – 0.) 
 

3. Resolved, the Old Town City Council hereby accepts the Late Redemption of        
property located at 560 Kirkland Road, acct # 1045, for 2024 taxes in the amount of 
$2500.00. 

      Breakdown of taxes and fees, as follows: 
              2024 taxes $1793.01 
              Interest       $467.69 
              Lien Cost   $89.30 

      Late Redemption fee $150.00 
 

            Motion made by Councilor Wyles and seconded by Councilor May.   
            (Approved all favor, 6 – 0.) 
 

4. Resolved, the Old Town City Council hereby approves going into Executive        
Session pursuant to MRSA Title 405, Section (6)(E) for the purpose of consulting with 
the City’s Attorney on the lease agreement for the Herbert Sargent Building between 
the City of Old Town and the Old Town/Orono YMCA. 
 

             Motion made by Councilor Wight to enter Executive Session at 6:30 pm, seconded  
             by Councilor Wyles.   
              (Approved all favor, 6 – 0.) 
 
              Motion to come out of Executive Session made by Councilor Wyles at 7:05 pm, seconded by  
              Councilor Virgilio.  
              (Approved all favor, 6 – 0.) 
 
 
  Adjournment: 
 
   Motion to adjourn at 7:06 pm made by Councilor Wyles and seconded by Councilor Wight. 
   (Approved all favor, 6 – 0.) 
                                                                                                      Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                                                                      Laura Engstrom 
                                                                                                                City Clerk 
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