
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                     City of Old Town 

                             Regular Council Meeting Minutes 
                                                     August 03, 2026 
 
Council convened June 03, 2026, in the Old Town City Council Chambers, 265 Main Street. 
 
Councilors present: President Chris Pushor, Linda McLeod, Zack Wyles, David Wight, Charlene Virgilio, 
Michael May, and Katrina Wynn via Zoom. 
 
Administration present: Bill Mayo, Laura Engstrom, Irene Pherson, Kyle Milan, Danielle Berube, David 
Smith, Amy Collinsworth, Miles Francis, Katie Perkey, Travis Roy, Wade Betters, Steve Rideout, and 
David White  

Others are present, Kristi Trafton (City Attorney), and 5 residents of Old Town. 
 

Council President Pushor called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Approval of the Minutes: 
 

- Motion to approve June 01, 2026, Regular Council meeting minutes, as written, by Councilor 
Wyles, seconded by Councilor May. 
(Approved all in favor, 7 – 0)  

 
Petitions, Communications, and Citizens’ Requests Reports:    
 
Daisy Goodman of Howard Street addressed the Council regarding the proposed Juniper Ridge Landfill 
expansion. She thanked the City Council for its continued engagement on the issue and its efforts to 
intervene in the matter. Goodman has also petitioned to become an intervenor and plans to provide 
testimony regarding potential reproductive health risks at the upcoming Public Benefit Determination 
hearing. 

Goodman noted that a pre-hearing conference is scheduled for August 14 at 1:00 p.m. She also reported 
that Judge Maloney recently heard several hours of oral arguments in the lawsuit brought by the Penobscot 
Nation and Conservation Foundation challenging the Public Benefit Determination. A press conference 
followed the hearing, resulting in several interviews and news articles regarding the matter. 



Goodman stated that there is growing support for the State of Maine to consider alternative waste 
management policies rather than continuing to use the Juniper Ridge Landfill in Old Town. Judge 
Maloney is expected to issue a decision within the next few months, after which the Public Benefit 
Determination hearing is expected to proceed. 

John Diffenbacher-Krall addressed the Council and asked about Maine State Law regarding the Host 
Community Benefit Determination and whether the City would be required to enter into a new 
agreement with the State of Maine for the proposed Juniper Ridge expansion. 

City Manager Bill Mayo explained that State law requires a Host Community Benefit Agreement and 
John noted that this requirement provides the City with significant leverage. John also stated that the 
City should maximize that leverage during negotiations. Mayo reported that the City is currently 
negotiating with the State and already has an existing Host Community Agreement in place. He noted 
that he was uncertain about the legal issues that could arise if the existing agreement could not be 
amended. 

A. Council President   
 

B. Standing Committees 
 

            Administrative Services, Economic Development, Finance Services, and Public Services. 

B. City Councilor    
 

D. City Attorney                   
 

E. Special Committees        
  

F. City Manager 
 

      Bill Mayo, City Manager, updated the City Council on the following: 
 

• Reminded the Council the stormwater surveys needed to be returned.  
• Comprehensive plan is at the State for review and will be back next month for City Council 

review in September.   
• Penobscot County budget overview meeting on August 12th. Discussion will take place on 

the current budget and analysis will be conducted on the proposed county jail. 
Representation of multiple City’s/Towns will be there.  

• Meeting with Chief Francis of Penobscot Nation to discuss the Police contract.  
• Herb Sargent Center, YMCA (leases the building) is doing groundwork outside and doing 

renovations to the bathrooms. 
• Stillwater Bridge should be open to traffic by the end of 2027, but not fully complete as of 

that time. Speed bumps on the temp. bridge were modified and anchored better and will 
stay until it is time for them to be removed for plowing this winter.  

• Snow fence request on the Bennoch road will happen this winter to reduce the drifting and 
blowing of snow into the roadway.  



  
 Consent Agenda       
 
 Public Hearings and Second Reading of Ordinances      
  
 Old Business: Items 1 and 2, discussed at the last community meeting.  
 

1.  Resolved, the Old Town City Council hereby approves the purchase of Permitting and Code   
 Enforcement software for the Code Enforcement Department in the amount of $12,000.00,     

             with funding to be appropriated from the IT Reserve Account #09-526-60-6400.  
             The annual fee for the software is $9500.00, thereafter.  

 
            Motion made by Councilor Wyles, seconded by Councilor May. 
          (Approved all in favor, 7 – 0)  
 

2.  Resolved, the Old Town City Council hereby authorizes the sale of a City-owned parcel,      
       formerly identified as Lot 8A on the original subdivision map, to Thomas Bouchard, owner  
       of the abutting property located at 50 Harding Street, for the purchase price of $3,620.00, as  
       discussed at the last Administrative Services Committee meeting. The City Council further  
       authorizes the City Manager to execute all documents and take any actions necessary to  
       complete the sale. 

 
            Motion made by Councilor May, seconded by Councilor Wight 
           (Approved all in favor, 7 – 0)  
 
 New Business 
 
 
 
 
  Adjournment: 
  Motion made by Councilor Wyles to adjourn at 6:24 pm, seconded by Councilor May. 
  (Approved all in favor, 7 – 0)  
                                                                                    Respectfully submitted,  
                                                                                         Laura Engstrom            
                                                                                      City Clerk -Old Town 
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