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Old Town Pollution Control

Department Highlights

The Pollution Control Facility’s DEP discharge permit was renewed on
August 26, 2024. The permit is good for 5 years. The new permit is stricter
than the iast one. This means that the quality limits of the water we
discharge to the Penobscot River has increased. We are required to perform
more lab tests than before and the results from these tests have stricter
limits. Our chlorination season has been expanded by two months. This
means we now disinfect the water discharged to the Penobscot River with
chlorine for seven months instead of five months. We do not chlorinate
during the colder moths.

The CSO Master Plan Update was scheduled to be approved on December
31, 2024. However, it was not approved, more sewer line work needs to
be done before we get an approval. The purpose of the CSO Master Plan is
to reduce inflow and infiltration that enters the City’s sewer collection
system. The Staff has installed five (5) portable flow meters throughout
the Old Town Sewer Collection system. The flow data is retrieved from the
meters weekly. This flow data will be useful in determining areas in Old
Town that needs to be addressed.

There are a few projects we will be involved with this summer. The
Liewellyn Estes Bridge Project being the biggest. The Stillwater Avenue
Pump Station’s force main was mounted under the deck of the old bridge.
The Maine DOT has built a temporary bridge beside the old bridge and then
demolished the old bridge. When the bridge was demolished our force main
was demolished with it. A new force main has been constructed and
installed on the temporary bridge and will be demolished when the new
bridge is built. A second new force main will be installed on the new bridge.

There are a few Streets that are scheduled to be paved this Spring. Staff
will adjust the affected sewer manholes to the grade of the new pavement.
A few sewer manhole rims and covers will be replaced. A few others will
have riser rings installed on them.

The Pollution Control Facility met DEP and EPA compliance lab tests this
year. A total of 440.77 million gallons of sewerage was treated at the
facility in 2024.

The 2025-2026 budget closely follows previous years in expense for O &
M costs. There will be a 2% rate increase to help offset inflation costs.



